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"Laissez le bon temps rouler...Let the good times roll" 

 

Hello my fellow Dixielanders!  Just a quick update.  
The lovely Jo Ann Burton and myself did another talk 
show interview on September 20th with Steve, a dif-
ferent host at Central Valleytalk.com. We spent most 
of that interview discussing the upcoming 2019 
Sounds of Mardi Gras and the great time it will be. We 
are really trying to get the word out there and make 
this upcoming Mardi Gras the best attended ever! 

On October 3rd we were back on the popular Mike 
and Athena show promoting the October Costume 
Ball. We got to spend the time speaking exclusively 
with Athena and giving as much detail as we could 
about the dance, membership, the band, and the 
Fresno Dixieland Society. JoAnn was dressed as a 
flapper and I was dressed as a prisoner in honor of 
Cell Block Seven.  It was over the top! 

We had a lot of fun doing both of these interviews, but 
our ultimate goal is to bring attention to the Fresno 
Dixieland Society and encourage more people to at-
tend our dances and our outstanding Sounds of Mardi 
Gras Festival.  Onwards and Upwards! 

QUEEN STEPHANIE 

http://www.fresnodixie.com
http://www.fresnodixie.com/
http://www.fresnodixie.com/
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Membership 

Thank you to all our new members that have 
joined  in the last year.  We would like to thank 
members that have renewed their member-
ship,and new members that have joined our club. 
Refer your friends and encourage friends and fam-
ily to join.  Come one, come all….join our wonder-
ful society.  Bring your friends.  The more the mer-
rier is definitely true of our Fresno Dixieland Soci-
ety.  Come Join The Fun! 

Membership is from Jan 1st to Dec 31st.  If you 
join for 2018 by Dec 1st, you will receive discount 
to our Oct and Dec Dances as well as a discount of 
$20 for a 3DAY BADGE for the 2019 Sounds of 
Mardi Gras Festival Feb 7-10, 2019.  Not only will 
you have FUN but you will also SAVE MONEY. 
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Dixieland August Dance  BY JOHN CRAWFORD 

During the recent monthly board meetings, the board has been discussing how we can meet the 
desires of a larger membership.  As part of that discussion, it was decided to vary our music with 
various band styles, yet keeping the tradition of Dixieland style music.  

Remember, Dixieland Music includes more than just march music that is often associated with New 
Orleans.  It also includes blues, and jazz.  These styles include the waltz, foxtrot, and swing.  Latin 
dances are not traditionally associated with Dixieland.   

To achieve this end, the board agreed to try some new bands along with our traditional bands of 
the past.  We still love our long relationship with our past bands, and will still include them.  We will 
be asking them to include more of the waltz, foxtrots, swings, and blues in their song sets.  

As an experiment, we hired John Pemberton to play for our August dance.  Well, let me tell you, it 
was a great hit with those who attended the dance.  We had around 90 people at the dance, and 
everyone I talked with wanted to have John back.  It was what I call a love fest.  I talked with John 
about coming back next year, but I did say, that he needed to learn some Dixieland songs to go 
with his wonderful repertoire of country style songs.  He said that he would. 

All in all, it seems we are on the right track to satisfying the local dance community.  On October 
14, 2018, at 1 PM we brought back the Cellblock 7.  They have always been a hit with our at-
tendees.  Cellblock 7 plays a lot of danceable tunes. This was a costume dance for those who 
chose to dress up.  In December on the 9

th
, we are again featuring The Stardusters with Mark 

Stolte leading.  It will be a Christmas dress-up dance.  Mark and his band are always a hit with our 
dance community. 
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Sounds of  Mardi Gras 2019   

Friday Night Prom Dance 

Do you remember your Prom Night?  Do you remem-

ber your date?  Did you have to wait to be asked?  Did 

you have to be the one doing the asking?  Whatever 

the memories, Linda is bringing back all the fun of go-

ing to your first prom without all the stress.  The  Fri-

day Night Swing Dance will become your Prom Night 

Dance.  You will not have to stress about who to bring 

or wait to be asked because everyone will already be 

there.  There will be wrist corsages and boutonnieres to 

wear.  Dress up in your original prom dress or tuxe-

do...OR NOT.  Whatever you decide, it is sure to be a 

night to remember. 

www.fresnodixie.com 
UPDATED 

Take a look at the recently updated website.   Apolo-

gies from your webmaster for the delay.  You will not 

only find photos from the 2018 Sounds of Mardi Gras 

but also photos from our dances throughout the year.  

Take a look at the information about our invited bands 

and events.  ENJOY.  See you at Sounds of Mardi Gras 

2019. 
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During the Roaring Twenties, music in particular underwent drastic  changes      that        accurately      represented   the  

cultural    evolution that was occurring during that decade of the twenties. This fundamental period of Ameri-

can music resulted in many important  changes   in  song  form,  dance  music,  popular  taste  and production  

that still have a resounding effect on music to this 

new technologies that had been invented, such as radio, phonographs  and  significant  advances    in record-

ing          technology.  The        new        recording  technology  allowed  for         many  variations  in  song and singing form and 

style.  In 1925, the older systems of recording  were  replaced   with  electric  recording  and        microphones. This 

allowed the recording engineers to control the sounds in a more  profound          way,        such  as  amplifying  some  

sounds  and            quieting others. Also, the inventions of the radio and phonograph made music         in  general  much  

more  accessible  and  available  to   the  public  

was home to a hybrid racial community of 
White, Creole, and African American communities, as well as strong influences of French    culture. This result-
ed        in   a   variety   of  music  such  as  ragtime, French   and  Italian  opera,        Caribbean  music  and  spirituals  which con-
verged   to  form   what    is  now  known  as  jazz  music  (also called “hot music” in the 1920s). 

Jazz                          music  was—and  is—strikingly  different  from any  other  type  of music that had come before it because 

of the distinct combinations  of  a  main  melody,  active  counter melody,  collective improvisation,  accenting  

off  beats  and  creating  rhythms  that  pull against    the  main  pulse  of  the  music.   Jazz  music  was  also  easily rec-

ognized by its syncopation, meaning that a variety of the rhythms  were   often  unexpected  or    stressed  a  nor-

mally  unstressed the  listener and  propelled      a  

catchy   dance  rhythm.  

DRAWING WINNERS FOR AUGUST 2018 DIXIELAND DANCE 

  

WINNER  PRIZE    DONATED BY 

Sally Oliver  Mary Kay Products  Joanne Burton 

Rowene Zunind $25    John Crawford 

Betty Renaldi  2 Free Dance Tickets              Dixieland Society 

Ron Berglund  Sequoia Brewing Co                 Gift Card Sequoia Brewing 

Naley Lynch  Marie Callender’s Pie  Gene Nelson 

Jeanette Riziou 2 Free Dance Tickets    Dixieland Society 

Joan Kagen  Gift Bag & Bottle of Wine Big Band Society 

Akin Magnuson Marie Callender’s Pie  Gene Nelson 

George Wilson  John Pemberton CD  John Pemberton 

Joanne Walters Gift Basket 
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Sunday Dances:  Nov & Dec 2018 
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Camryn Taylan 

The Sacramento Teagarden Jazz Camp provided an outstanding opportunity for 
me to learn new things. The camp taught me how to play traditional and dixie-
land jazz, exposed me to different levels of talent from my peers, and encour-
aged and challenged me to a positive learning experience to different jazz show-
cases.   

I have been playing an alto saxophone in band and in jazz band, but i am learn-
ing how to play a soprano saxophone for our dixieland jazz group.  At camp I 
learned how to play in the key of B flat, and I learned how to solo in all major 
scales. Playing the soprano saxophone was more difficult to play since I was just 
starting to learn. The instructors were really helpful and understanding.  

One of the most challenging things I experienced was playing a solo in front of 
all of the instructors  and campers. It really took me out of my comfort zone, but 
later I noticed I became more relaxed. Maybe it was because everyone else was 
placed in the same situation.  Or, maybe because everyone encouraged us, and 
it didn’t matter what our level of experience was. It really made it easy to admire 
all of the different levels of talent from the campers, and in turn it was much less 
intimidating.  

My camp experience taught me how to improvise on the soprano saxophone 
and stage presence. I walked away with a great experience. I was lucky to at-
tend the camp and I am grateful for the time that I spent there." 

Christopher Lopez 

If I could describe my experience at the Sac Jazz Camp in one word it 
would be: unforgettable. The week I spent there will always be something 
I’ll remember. It wasn’t just meeting new people and playing games, but I 
loved learning more about the music I love playing. I got the chance to play 
with some amazing people from all over the world. While there, I got to bet-
ter my skills as a trumpet player and an improviser. It gave me the chance 
to better my skills as a musician, and I’ll always be truly grateful for that. 
Being at that camp made me realize that jazz isn’t just a style of music, but 
it's a lifestyle that me and every other kid there lives. That camp is one of 
the reasons I’ll be majoring in Musical Performance in Jazz in college. Jazz 
will always play a huge role in my life. Thank you for giving me the chance 
to become a better musician. 

FDS Sponsored Students:  Summer 2018 

Jessica Velasquez Joel Manesh Lauren Parisi Monique Munguia 

FDS Sponsored Students: 2018  
(profiled in previous newsletter editions) 

  TEAGARDEN JAZZ CAMP 
 
Jazz was born in America. The 
goal of Teagarden Jazz Camp is 
to ensure the survival of Tradi-
tional Jazz by "passing the torch" 
from experienced jazz artists to 
young musicians. The camp is 
focused on improvisation with an 
emphasis on turning theory into 
practice. 
Campers receive semi-private 
lessons, group instruction, theory 
classes, and are assigned to 
bands with players of similar abil-
ity and experience. Students also 
participate in a nightly concert 
and jam sessions with councilors 
and faculty. There is also time for 
recreation, nature hiking, and 
relaxing in the beautiful foothills 
of the Sierra Nevada. 
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High Sierra Jazz Band to Retire 
What happens when a legendary jazz band ends their 45 year run as the top choice of Jazz 
fans world wide?  Simply put, they make an announcement and set a date to close out their ca-
reer in style!  So it is with High Sierra Jazz Band of Three Rivers. As most fans of New Orleans 
style music know, the group will retire in Three Rivers at the end of Jazzaffair 2019.  Jazzaffair 
is an event sponsored by the Sierra Traditional Jazz Club of Three Rivers. Jazzaffair will hold 
its 46th consecutive festival April 12, 13 and 14th of 2019. Come to Jazzaffair, hear some great 
music from nine groups in addition to High Sierra. We’ll be operating at three venues again this 
year. Music starts Friday, April 12, 2019.  The Beat Goes On!  High Sierra will also perform at 
Sounds of Mardi Gras February 7-10, 2019.  Come and join us in Fresno as we say goodbye in 
the grand style of the Sounds of Mardi Gras. 

 

America’s Classic Jazz  
Festival 

 

Returns to St Martin’s Campus 

June 27-30, 2019 

Lacey, WA 
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Support Our Newsletter Advertisers 
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If you are receiving this Newsletter by USPS mail, PLEASE provide us with an eMail address so that you can 

receive this electronically and help us save money.  To continue receiving this Newsletter by USPS mail, 

please send us 4 stamped, self-addressed legal sized envelopes to the above PO Box.  THANK YOU 

ATTENTION FREQUENT FLYERS  

IF anyone has extra frequent flyer miles on their cards, you 
can donate your mileage to a band member of your favorite 
group to help cover travel expenses.  This is the same as a 
sponsorship of that musician.  You will receive credit for an 
equivalent dollar amount toward a sponsorship.  You will re-
ceive the same sponsorship benefits.  See the sponsorships on 
our website at www.fresnodixie.com/badges-online.   

DONATIONS FROM YOUR 401K OR RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS 

Anyone that has a 401K or retirement    
interest and need to subsidize your income 
tax, you can donate money to sponsor a 
band or musician.  Same rules apply.  You 
will be able to reap the rewards of an equiv-
alent dollar amount toward sponsorship. 
Ask your tax accountant for details.  

http://www.fresnodixie.com/badges-online

